The Broad and the Narrow Way. 
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Enter ye in at the flrait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
road is the way that leadeth to deſlruftion, and many 
there be which go in thereat: , Pecanje trait is the pate, 


and narrow is the way which leadeth* unto I: life, and fei 
there be which e it. 
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MATTHEW vii. 13, 14. 


Enter ve i in at the frrait gate : far wide 7s the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
there be whith go in thertat : Betaiſe firdit is the 8 | 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto li Ow . 


few there be that find i 'Y 


[Tis ith great propriety that 8 life i is com- 
par ed to a journey, and every man to a traveller; for 
life is very ort, and the prefent ſtate is not our 
final reſt, but only preparatory to it. Every man has. 
ſome. particular point at which he aims, and is daily. 
travelling either to heaven or hell, 
Taheſe words muſt have great weight with all who 
reverence the name and authority of Jeſus Chriſt; for 
they are his words, and they contain matter of eter. | 
nal importance to us all, They -confiſt of a ſhort ex 
hortation—“ Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate; and a 
very important reaſon for preferring that to the wide 
gate; for the wide gate leads to deſtruction, but the 
narrow to eternal life. In e on the Hoy let 


us conſider, * ; 


I. The wide gate, and the Mead Te ih the 


"> endivfies fe 
II. The ſtrait gate, ag the narrow way, w with wi 


it leads to. And, 
III. Enforce the exhortation—# Enter ye in at 


the ſtrait gate. 


And now, O Thou that beholdeſ the evil and the 
„„ e 


—— 


„ 
as Thou who, knoweſt every heart, and ſeeſt | 
which of theſe. ways we are in, make the word uſeful 
to us all, ang incline poor finners to chooſe the 
narrow, way, that ſo they may find everlaſting life! 


Be We are to conſider the wide cate, and the 3 : 
way. And what is this but ſin ? If there is a way to 
hell, ſin is certainly that way, for. the wages of ſin 
is death,“ Rom. vi. 23. But, to be more particular, 
this broad way includes, A thoughtleſs. mind—a carnal 
heart—and a wicked life. 
1. A thoughtleſs mind. And Ohe common this 
is! How many live as thoughtleſs about their. ſouls, 
as if they had none. They think no more of God, 
_ Chriſt, aad Salvation, than if they were incapa- 
ble of thinking; they are like the beaſts that periſh. 
O prodigious and lamentable ſtupidity! Awake, 0 
leeper, ariſe, and call upon thy God, leſt thou periſh! 
Where is thy conſcience? What 75 death? Is it 
not approaching? O rouſe yourſelves from this dan- 
gerous lethargy, and think what you are, and where 


you are going. · Some of you may be free from the 
- groſſer vices ; not chargeable, perhaps, with profane-. . _ 


nels. or. drunkenneſs; ; yet know, that if living in eaſe. 
| and ſecurity, without any care. about your Bal and e- 
ternity, you are, equally with the vileſt characters, 
in the broad road to deſtruction. | 

Again, The carnal or fleſhly heart is included ; ſo the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcribes the heart of man in its natural 
and depraved ſtate. The immortal mind of man, o- 
riginally created in the image of God, and formed for 
ſpiritual exerciſes, is now, by the fall of Adam, be- 
come carnal. So St. Paul ſpeaks in the 8th of Ro- 
mans, verſe the 5th. 5 They that are after the fleſh, 
"0 5 do 


TY 


90 mind the things of the fleſh ; but they that are e af- 
ter the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. ” The carnal 
man is all for the world. . His cares, his hopes, his 
fears, his defires, his pleaſures, his pains, his conver- 
ſation is all about the world. His fleſhly mind is 
crouded with worldly thoughts, and, as it was at Beth= 
lehem, there is no room for Chriſt in the inn. But 
let it be obſerved, that whoever is in this caſe, is in 
the broad road; for the ſcripture declares, that they 
that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, and that this 
« carnal mind is enmity againſt God,” : 


Once more, obſerve that the broad way ineludes— 
A wicked life. A life of ſin. W hoever lives in wil- - 
ful diſobedience to the commands of God, is affured- 
ly in the road to deſtruction. Let none deceive them 
ſelves with vain words, and idle excuſes. © He that 
| committeth fin is of the devil,” 1 John iii. 8. Know 
| ye not,” faith the apoſtle Paul, that the unrighte- 
ous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
_ deceived : neither fornicators, nor adulterers, nor 
thieves, nor COVER nor drunkards, ſhall inherit 
the kingdom of God,” 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. God will. 
not hold him guiltleſs who taketh his name ia vain; . 
nor will the ſabbath breaker eſcape unpuniſhed. * 
To thefe deſtructive fins anothor may be added, 
which is more deſtructive than them all; namely, the 
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ſin of unbelief, Though a perſon Gould be free from 1 
me ny of the fins juſt mentioned, yet unbelief would be 4 
like a millſtone about his neck, and ſink him for ever 2 
into the gulph of perdition. God having, in his rich e 
mercy to mankind, ſent his Son to be a Saviour, and it 
ſent his goſpel to publiſn this in our ears, nothing can 0 
wh more CRE to ien than to e neglect his great. f 


ſal | 


$14 . 
e or “ refuſe him that ſpeaketh from hea- | 
ven.“ Our bleſſed Saviour, while he mercifully pro- 
miſes that © he who believeth ſhall be ſaved,” folemn- 
ly declares, that “ he that believeth | not ſhall be 
damned, Mark xvi. 16. | _ 
This, then, is the wide gate and the broad way— 
namely, a thoughtleſs mind—a carnal heart—and a 
wicked life; all which, by unbelief, which refuſes the 
f only method of ſalvation, {rad to certain and everlaſt- 


| ing ruin. 


But you will aſk, Why are theſe things ſo deſerib- 
ed? W hy are they compared to a wide gate and a 
broad way ? The reaſon is plain : for as it is eaſy to 
go through a wide gate and walk in a broad road, ſo, 
the ſinner finds no hinderance to his entering on a life 
of ſin, and little or no difficulty in purſuing it. 
Our corrupt nature ſtrongly inelines us to ſin. Da- 
vid ſays, We are conceived in fin and ſhapen in ini- 
quity,“ Pſalm li. 5. and that “ the wicked are 
eſtranged from the womb : they go aſtray as ſoon as 
they be born, ſpeaking lies.” You know that chil- 
dren need no teacher to make them wicked. Sin is 
in our very nature, and we walk in this road of our 


oy accord; it is natural and pleaſant to us; while 


we as naturally diſlike the narrow rears and deſpiſe 
thoſe who walk init, 

Beſides, thoſe who are in the wa road meet with 
no hinderances from the world, or from the devil. The 
broad way is the way of the world; for, as the 
apoſtle John faith, © The whole world lieth in wick- 
edneſs, except the happy few who are delivered from 
it by the grace of God. In this broad way all ranks 
of men may be ſeen, from kings and princes down to 
ſlaves and beggars, Now it is eaſy to walk in a broad 
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road with a multitude, provided they are all going 
one way, which is the caſe here; and the world will 


love its own. In this road, perſons feel the great 
force of example, and plead, you know, for what they 


do, by the commonneſs of it, or its being the way of 
the world. The pleaſures of ſin entice them to go 


forward, notwithſtanding every warning of their dan- 
ger; and the hopes of gain, and the favour of man- 


kind ſeduce them ; for theſe they are bagel of loſ- 5 


ing if they become religious. 


"This road is-wide and eaſy, becauſe | the 40211 gives 


no diſturbance to them that walk in 7 hy While the 
ſtrong man armed keeps the houſe, the geods are in 


peace.“ He ſadly oppoſes the people of God Who 
are in the narrow way; he diſputes every inch of 
ground with them; but he is in league with theſe; 


he endeavours to keep. them from all fear of conſe- 


quences ; he blinds their minds, leſt the light of the 


goſpel thould ſhine into them; and he fills their 
minds with prejudices againſt faithful preachers, who 

would point out their fin and danger. Yea, he takgs 
the {ſame courſe with them as he did with our fiſt 


mother, when he tempted her to eat the forbidden 


fruit, God had faid, „If ye eat it ye ſhall ſurely 
die;“ but this father of lies directly contradicts the 
threatening, and induces her to eat by faying, «© Ye 


ſhall not ſurely die.” So in this caſe, our Saviour 


plainly declares, that the broad Yoad of fin leads to 
deſtruction; but he deceives poor ſinners, and prevails 
upon them to believe, that, though they live in fin 
1 unbelief, they fhall not 8 the deſtructi- 


on threatened, 
But who will you believiiihe God of truth, or 


| the father of lies? Obſerve the text: : „ the broad 
| ac 
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road leads to deſtruction 3 and O think what that 
deſtruction is. Think what.“ a fearful thing it is to 
fall into the hands of the living God.” Think, O 
think, of * the worm that never dies, and the fire 
that is never quenched.” What would you not do 
to prevent the deſtruction of your property, the de- 


ſtruction of your dear relations, the deſtruction of 
your life? but what are all theſe to your ſoul, your | 


immortal ſoul ? * for what is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own foul, or, what ſhall 
a man give in exchange for his ſoul ??? Well then, 


would you avoid this deſtruction, and ſurely you 
would, this broad road muſt be forſaken ; and, bleſſed 


be God, that it is not yet too late to forſake it; and 


you muſt enter into the narrow way, by the ſtrait 


gate, mentioned in Fo text, Let us neee in the 
ſecond place, 


. Conſider what is meant by the Acait gate, and | 
the narrow way, and what it leads to. . 


The deſign of theſe expreſſions i is to ſhew, that the 


entrance into a religious courſe of life i is painful and. 
difficult, and that tribulation 3 is to be expected in our 


progreſs. We may include the whole in three words, 
REPENTANCE, F AITH,/and HoLiness ; a little exa- 


mination of theſe particulars: will prove the propriety 
of the phraſes in the text. f 


John the Baptiſt, out Saviour, and his apoſtles, all 


went out and preached REPENTANCE, and without 


this we are aſſured men mult periſh. Now repent- 
ance cannot but be painful, for it conſiſts chiefly in 
a godly forrow for fin. The penitent ſinner,” being 
convinced that he has ſinned, and come ſhort of the 


glory of God; that he has by fin deſtroyed himſelf, 


and become liable to the dreadful wrath of God, per- 
ceives 


: at 


ceives that he has all his life been acting a moſt fooliſh 
and hurtful part; but that he muſt now forlake lo! 
| all his fins, though dear'to him as his right eye, and I m. 
| uſeful to him as his right hand. Now all this appears 
” to anatural man irkſome and unpleaſant. He is unwil- Ml lir 
| ling to think ſeriouſly of his fins and of their fatal of 
{ conſequences, and ſtill more unwilling. to part with rit 
| them. He therefore ſhuns this, as a man would a- | is 
-. ag paſſing through a very ſtrait and low door, when | 6 
a ſpacious one offered itſelf at the ſame time. en 
FIT H is alſo intended by the narrow way. cc By Im 
grace are we ſaved through faith,” and without lo 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.” True faith fe. 
conſiſts in ſo believing the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as fin 
to take him for our only Saviour; utterly renouncing IM 
all dependence on pur own works and righteouſneſs; df 
ſubmitting to be ſaved by the mere favour of God in . 
Chriſt, as a poor heggar is relieved by an alms. Je- Pe 
ſus Chriſt i is, himſelf, the way. I, faith he (John m 
xiv. 6. J am the way”—no man cometh to the Fa- ih 
ther but by me; and it is by faith that we walk in || 
this way; for all true chriſtians live by faith, and "Won ſu 
with God by faith, - ve 
Now this way of living, renouncing all our owns r 
RE in point of dependence, and accounting them, ne 
in that reſpect, as dung and droſs, that we may win 


Chriſt ;”” this way is ſo contrary to our natural ineli- F. 
nations, and ſo humbling to our ſelf- righteous hit, tr 
that it may well be called a narrow way. The boaſt- lit 
ing Phariſee, whom we read of in the goſpel, was fo bs 


| ſwollen with the pride of his duties and works, that 
he could not enter into the ſtrait gate; but the poor D 
een who ſaw and felt Ae a ſinner, ſtooping 
FRY low 
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„ 
hu before God, entered it, crying 5 EAN 4 God uy 
merciful to me a ſinner !” . 

The way of HoLiness. is alſo a narrow way. Ho- 
lineſs conſiſts in the conformity of our will to the will 
of God; it is produced by the power of the Holy Spi- 
rit in the regeneration of a ſinner. The law of God 
is written on his heart; whereby he is diſpoſed to re- 


ſiſt temptation, to forſake ſin, and to practice obedi- 
ence to the commands of God. In doing this, we 


muſt deny ourſelves, take up our daily croſs, and fol- 
low Chriſt. We muſt mortify the fleſh, with its af- 
fections and luſts. We muſt crucify. the old man of 
ſin, and walk, not according to the courſe of the 
world, nor according to the fleſh, but according to the 
Spirit. Now, in doing this, we cannot but meet 
with difficulties. We ſhall meet with continual op- 
poſition from our own corruptions, the law in our 
members warring againſt the law of our minds. We 
ſhall alſo ſuffer reproach and contempt from the 
world; for all who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall | 
ſuffer perſecution. And beſides all this, God, our hea- 
venly father ſees it neceſſary to chaſtiſe us with the 


rod of affliction, of which all his children are you. 9 37 


takers, for their ſpiritual good. 

Conſidering therefore, the nature of Repentance, 
Faith, and Holineſs, we clearly ſee, how properly a 
true chriſtian may be ſaid to enter upon a religious 


life by a ſtrait gate, and to Proceed 1 in it DEE a narrow 


Wa 
But here, perhaps; an objection may be ſtarted. 
Does not our Lord ſay, — Take my yoke upon you, 
tor my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light.” Does 
not Solomon ſay, The ways of wiſdom are plea- 


| ant and her paths t And does not St. John 


lay, | 


: 10 "1 
fay, mat te Chriſt's commands are not grieyons ?” 
How then is it 28 that the gate is ſtrait 1 the 
way, narrow? 
I anſwer, the ways | of religion are. perfekuy eaſy 
and pleaſant in their own nature ; the difficulty ariſes 


from the depravity and corruption of our nature. 


Angels do the will of God with perfect eaſe and plea- 
ſure, for they have no ſin in their nature to oppoſe. it. 
But, through the power of fin in our hearts, the en- 


trance into religion becomes painful and difficult, and] 


through the remains of it in regenerate perfons, more 
or leſs of that difficulty is found in the whole jour- 
ney. Yet grace renders it practicable, and often 
pleaſant; fo that no believer repents of his choice, nor 
wiſhes to turn back becauſe of the hardſhips he en- 
dures; but like Moſes of old, ** chooſes rather to ſuf- 
fer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the re- 


proach of Chriſt, greater riches than the treaſures of 


Fęypt“ and for the ſame good” reafon—having “ re- 
ſpect to the recompenſe of the re ward.“ And this 
leads us to the laſt particular, namely, 


Nl. To enforce the eee, ex Enter ye. in ar nc 


the ſtrait gate.” 
O how wiſe, how gracious, how reaſonable is this 


advice! May God diſpoſe all our hearts to obey it! 


There are but two ways that we can travel; the one 
leads to eternal milery ; the. other to eternal bliſs ! 


and that we may not miſtake our way, the bleſſed Je- 


ſus clearly marks out the right one, fo that we cannot 
miſtake— the gate is ſtrait, the way is narrow, and 
there are few. travellers in it. It is true, there are 
_ difficulties in the way, but heaven will make amends 
for all, Heaven is worth every thing, os it is worth 


nothing. 


gout pains. 


| hot a multitude to do evil.“ 


of life. 


all, 
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nothing. Let us not be ſuch cowards as ; to be fright 
ed at a little trouble. N othing , even in this life, can 
be attained without it. A chi la cannot learn to read 

ithout difficulty. A boy cannot learn a trade with- 
We cannot carry on any buſineſs with- 
out care and labour. But are we therefore prevent- 
ed from theſe things ? No, we wiſely conlider the 40— 
vantage, and act accordingly. 

Neither let us be ſwayed by numbers. F allow 
Loet us not think our- 


ſelves right, becauſe we do as others. We muſt ſuſ- 
pect ourſelves if we do. The broad road is throng- 


ed with travellers; but the narrow has only a Pilgrim 

here and there. 
Well then, let us, by ine grace, reſolve on e- 

ternal life at all events. 

{broad road, full of paſſengers, in which, it is true, hs : 


poor, paltry, periſhing, intoxicating piea lies of ſin 
may be enjoyed for a moment, though not without 


many a pang; and at the end of this ſhort courſe is 
8 tremble, my ſoul, at tlie thought Deſtructi on ! 


Inot a ceaſing to be, but an utter end of all pleaſure 


for evermore. Miſery, pains, torments, without mi- 


ig Itigation, without ceſſation, without end. Everlaſting 
| eparation from the preſence of God, the fountain of 


life ; and confinement in chains of darkneſs, with de- 


| ſvils and damned ſpirits to all eternity. 


On the other hand, God has ſet before us the way | 
The entrance is ſtrait, the way is narrow, 
Difficulties indeed there are; but grace leſſens them 
and ſweetens them all; ſo that the worſt of 
[Chriſt's way, is better than the beſt of Satan's way 
nd what! is beſt of all, the end 1 is eternal life. And, 

| 0 what 


On the one hand, here is a 


O, what tongue can tell, what heart conceive, what! 
. God has Jaid up for them that love him? . 6-54 


ner, or by ſuch falſe and miſtaken ways, that they ne-! 
ver obtain it: and O how many, who now neglect it 


is ſhut, Now, therefore, while it is called t rin 
let us hear his voice. Let us be diligent in obſer 
the ſabbath, Attending on the preached word as often 


ly, let us wreſtle hard with God in prayer, that he 


faith, and that genuine holineſs, which are the proper 
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Obey then, the words of our Lord in another 
pl ce, ( Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate.” Ago- 
nize to doi it. Do it at all events. Do it directly. Let 
not a moment be loſt. Fly from the wrath to come, 
& For many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be a- 
ble.” (Luke xili. 24.) Many who would willingly go 
to heaven, ſeek after it in ſo cold and ſlothful a man- 


altogether, will knock for admittance when the door 
ving 
as poſſible, reading the ſcriptures daily, and, eſpecial- 


would give us his Spirit to teach and aſſiſt us, and 
work in our hearts that deep repentance, that true 


exereiſes of all who travel in the narrow way to hea- 


1 
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